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SERMON L 


or 


Sincerity| towards God and Man. 


— 


JOHN i. 47. 
eſus ſaw Nathanael coming to him, and 


faith of him, Behold an Iſtaelite indeed, 
in bm is no Guile. 


H O this Nathanael was, upon 
whom our Saviour beſtows this 
extraordinary Character, doth not 
certainly appear, his Name being 
but once mention'd in the whole Hiſtory of 
the Goſpel : For certain, he was a good 
Man, who deſerv'd this extraordinary Com- 
mendation ; and none but our Saviour, who 


knew what' was in Man, and needed not 


that any ſhould tell him, could have given it, 
eſpecially of one whom he had * ſeen 
before that Time; for when Feſus ſaw him 
coming to him, he faith of ht 4. Behold an 
Iſraelite indeed. 

The whole Nation of the Fews were 
Iſraelites by natural Deſcent, being the Seed 
of Jacob or Jſrael; but in a ſpecial and more 

A 2 excellent 
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7 SERMON I. 


excellent Senſe, none are eſteem'd- the - true; 
Poſterity of 1/rae/, but thoſe who reſembled 
this Father of their Nation in true Piety and 
Goodneſs ; for (as the Apoſtle reaſons) they 
ars not all liracl, whe are of 1ſrael z- they 
only are Hraelites indeed, who reſemble 


good old Jacob, in the Sincerity of his Piety, 


and the Simplicity of his Temper and Diſ- 
poſition ; for our Saviour ſeems here to al- 
lude to that Character which is given of 
Jacob (Gen. xxv. 27.) That he was a plain 
Man, or, as the Hebrew Word ſignifies, a 
perfect and ſincere Man, in Oppoſition to his 
Brother Eſau, who is ſaid to be gunning ; 
ſo that to be an Iſralite indeed, is to be a 
down -· right honeſt Man, without Fraud and 
Guile, without any Arts of Hypocriſy and 
F | 1 
In ſpeaking of this Virtue of Sincerity, 
Which is the higheſt Character and Com- 
mendation of a Good Man, I ſhall conſider 


it, as jt reſpets God and. Man. As it re- 
ſpects God, ſo it imports the Truth and Sin- 


gerity of our Piety and Devotion towards 
him. As it regards Men, ſo it ſignifies a 
Simplicity of Mind and Manners, in our Car- 
riage and Converſation, one towards ano- 


ther: Both theſe are included, and very pro- 


bably were intended, in the Character which 


our Saviour here gives of Nathanael. 


I. I. ſhall conſide this Grace, or Virtue of 
Sincerity, as it reſpects God, and ſo it im- 
ports the Truth and Sincerity of our Piety 
; ve | towards 


. — — 
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towards him, that we heartily believe, and 
fear, and honour him, and that the outward: 
Expreſſions: of our Piety and Obedience to 
him are the genuine Iſſue of our inward Ap- 
prehenſions of him, and Affections towards 
him; and this, no doubt, our Saviour in- 
tended, in the fitſt Place, in the Character 
of this Good Man; that he was a Man of 
2 real and ſubſtantial and unaffected Piety, 
and in Truth, what he appear'd to be; that 
he did ſincerely love God and his Truth, and 
was ready to embrace it, whenever it was 
fairly propoſed to him, as did plainly appear 
in his Cartiage towards our Saviour; for 
when Philip invited him to come and ſee 
him, he did not conceal the Prejudice and 
Objection he had againſt him, grounded upon 
a common, but uncharitable Proverb, That 
out of Nazareth ariſeth no Prophet ; but ha- 
ving an honeſt and fincere Mind, he was 
not ſo carried away by a popular Prejudice, 
as not to have Patience to be better inform'd, 
and therefore was eaſily perſuaded to go and 
ſee our Saviour, and to diſcourſe with him 


himſelf, and being ſatisfied that he was the 


Meſſias, he preſently owns him for ſuch, 
calling him the Son of God, and the King 
of Iſrael. And becaule Sincerity is the very 


Heart and Subſtance of Religion, it concerns 


us not only to endeavour after this Temper 
and Diſpoſition, but to enquire into the Na- 
ture and Properties of it, that we may know 
when we have it, and may. have the „ 
o 
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8 SERMON I. 


of it. I ſhall mention fos' or fx Properties 
of a ſincere Piety, by which Men may ſufſi- 
ciently — Integrity of their Heatts to- 
wards God. 15: 40 MIC, 2GR0þ% : al 
1. Our piety is then fincete; nen the 
chief Reaſons and predaminant Motives of 
it are Religious; and I call ht a Religious 
or Rational Motive, which regards God and 
another World, in Oppoſition to Men, and 
to our preſent Temporal Advantages; when 
the principal and ſwaying Motives of out 
Piety, are à Senſe of God's Authority over 
us, and of our Duty and Obligation to him; 
a Fear of his Diſpleaſure and Threatnings, 
and the Hopes of the glorious Reward which 
he hath promiſed to Obedience; theſe Mo- 
tives are properly Religious, becauſe they re- 
ſpect God, and are the Arguments to Obe- 
dience, which he himſelf offers to us, to 
perſuade us to our Duty; and that is a ſin - 
cere Piety, which is wrought in us by theſe 
Confiderations, how unequally ſoever mixed; 
for even in the moſt of Men, Fear does many 
Times prevail more than Love, and; in Caſe 
of great Temptation, may preſerve - Men 
from Sin, when perhaps no other Conſide- 
ration will do it. On the contraty, that is 
an unſincere Piety, to which we are moved 
meetly by the Regard of Men, and the Con- 
fidetation of ſome Temporal Advantages. 
And when theſe have the chief Influence up- 
on us, it is eaſy for any Man to diſcern in 
himſelf for he that will carefully obſerve 
himſelf, 


m 
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S ERMON I. 7 
himſelf, can hardly be ignorant of the true 
Spring and Motive of bis own Actions: But 
there is one Sign whereby a Man may cer: 


tainly know that his Heart is not right to- 
wards God, and that is, if when theſe Mo- 


tives are. abſent, our Piety and Zeal for the 


True Religion doth either ceaſe; or is ſenſi» 
bly cooled and abated; as if Impiety, or Po- 
pery, or any Thing elſe that is bad, begin 
to be in Faſhion; and to have the Counten- 
ance of great Examples ; if thoſe whom we 
fear, and upon whom we depend, do diſco- 
ver any Inclination that Way; if the Garb 
of Religion ceaſe to be for our Intereſt, or, 
in the Revolution of Things, happen to be 
contrary to it: If in any of theſe Caſes; we 
let fall the Profeſſion of our Religion, or 
neglect the Practice of it, this is a plain and 
undeniable Demonſtration of the en 
of our formet Piety. '_ 

2. A. fincere Piety muſt bs rooted in the 
Heart, and be a living Principle within us; 
for, as the Apoſtle reaſons: in another Caſe, 
He is not a few who is one: outwardly, but 
he who is ane inwaraly, and in the Heart; 
and, without this, all out ward Acts of Piety 
and Devotion ate Hypocriſy, a Picture of Re- 
ligion, and 4 Form: of 'Godline/s, without 
the Life and Power of it. 

- 3+ A third Evidence of à ſincere piety is, 
when Men are Religious in private and in 
ſectet, as well as in publick and in the open 


view of Men. He is truly devout, who is 
„On. * ſo 
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ſo in kis Family, and in his Cloſet, whiete lie 
hath no -Wierneſsbut'God, and his own Soul, 
as well as in the Church. He is à "downs 
right honeſt Man, wo will make good his 
Word, and perform his Promiſe, — 6 
Proof can be made of it, and no Law com- 
pel him to it, as readily as if there had been 
an hundred Witneſſes of it. He is ſincerely 
juſt, who will not detain from another his 
Right, though he be ignorant of it; not 
wrong any Man, though he could do it with 
all the Secrecy and Safety in the World; 
who will not impoſe upon anothers Igno- 
rance or Unskillfulneſs, though never fo 
much to his 6wn Benefit and Advantage. He 
is truly charitable, who would not only as 
ſoon, but rather ſooner give his Alms in ſe- 
cret, than in the Sight of Men: And he is 
truly grateful, who when there is Occaſion 
and Opportunity, will acknowledge a Kind- 
neſs and require a Benefit to the Relations 
of his deceaſed Friend, though he be ſure 
that all Memory of the Obligation died with 
him, and that none are conſcious of it, but 
God and his own Conſcience. And indeed 
there is ſcarce any Act of Piety, and Virtue; 
the Sincetity of which may not by this Evi- 
dence be known by us: As on the contra 
a Man may for certain conclude himſelf 
Hypocrite, if he be not the ſame in the Pre- 
ſence of God; and his 'own Conſcience, that 
voy is in WOW CO of mm PIUS ER IT 
LENS 10 WF 
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1. Another Evidence of a ſincere Piety is 
a conſtant Tenor of Goodneſs in the general 
Courſe of our Lives. I do not now ſpeak of 
the firſt Beginnings of Piety, in new Converts, 
which are many Times very impetfea, and 
ſuch as: afford little or no Evidence of a 
Man's Sincerity 5 but in thoſe who have 
made any conſiderable Progreſs in Goodneſs ; 
the Habits: of any known Sin, and the wil- 
ful and deliberate negleR of our Duties, and 
even the ſingle Acts of more heinous Crimes, 
will bring in queſtion our Sincerity, and are 
by no Means to be ſhelter'd under the Name 


of Inſitmity; for theſe the Grace of God, if 


we be not wanting to ourſelves, will enable 
us to ſubdue ; and he is not ſincerely Good, 

who doth not ſeriouſly endeavour to be as 
Good as he can, and does not make uſe of 
that Grace which God is ready to afford to 
all the Purpoſes, though not of a perfect, yet 
of a ſincere Obedience to the Laws of God. 

5. Another Evidence of a ſincere Piety is, 
that our Obedience to God be uniform and 
univerſal, cqually reſpecting all the Laws of 
God, and every Part of our Duty; that it 
do not content it (elf with an eſpecial Re- 
gard to ſome Precepts of the Law though 
never ſo conſiderable, and allow it ſelf in 
the Breach; or Neglect of the Reſt; no nor 
with obſerving the Duties of one Table of 
the Law, if it overlook the other; no not 
with Obedience to all the Commandments 
of God, one only excepted. St. ams puts 
this Caſe, and determines, that He that * 
B „ 
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To SERMON I 
the whole Law, ſaving that be offends in 
one Point, is guilty" 0 all, that is," is not 
ſincere in his Obedience to the teſt. And 
therefore we muſt take great Heed that we 
do not ſet the Commandments of God at 
Odds, and daſh the two Tables of the Law, 
againſt one another, left, as St. James ſays, 
we break the whole Law: And yet I fear 
this is too common /a Fault, even amongſt 
thoſe who make a great Profeſſion of Piety, 
that they are not ſufficiently ſenſible. of the 
Obligation and Neceſſity of the Dutics of 
the ſecond Table, and'of 'the Excellency of 
thoſe Graces, and Virtues, which reſpect our 
Carriage and Converſation with one another. 
Men do not ſeem to conſider, that God did 
not give Laws to us, for his own ſake, but 
ours; and therefore: that he did not only de- 
ſign that we ſhould honour him, but that we 
ſhould be happy in one another; for which 
Reaſon he joins with our humble and duti- 
ful Deportment towards himſelf, the Offices 
of Juſtice and Charity towards others, Mich. 
vi. 8. He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what 
-#s Good ; and what doth' the Lord require of 
thee, but to do Fuſtice,'. and to love Mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God? And 
1 John iv. 21. This Cineemeniimens have we 
from him, that he who loveth God, i loveth 
His Brother alſo. And yet it is too viſible 
that many, who. make a great Profeſſion of 
Piety towards God, are very defective in 
More Untics j 9 unpeaceable, and turbu- 
| RS -|- 
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SERMON LI. 
lent" in their Spirits, very peeviſh - and paſ- 
ſionate, very conceited and cenſotious, as if 
their Profeſſion of Godlineſs did exempt them 
from the Care and Practice of Chriſtian Vir- 
tues: But we muſt not ſo fix our Eye upon 


Heaven, as to forget that we walk upon 


the Earth, and to neglect the ordering of 
our Steps and Converſation among Men, leſt 
while we arc gazing upon the Stars, we fall 
into the Ditch of groſs and foul Immorality. 
It is very poſſible, that Men may be de- 
vout and zealous in Religion, very nice and 
ſcrupulous about the Worſhip and Service of 
God ; and yet becauſe of their palpable De- 
fet in Points of Juſtice and Honeſty, of 
Meekneſs and Humility, of Peace and Charity, 
may be groſs and odious Hypocrites. For Men 
muſt not think for ſome Acts, either of out- 
ward or inward Piety, to compound with 


God for the Neglect of Mercy and judgment, 


or to demand it as a right from Men to be 
excuſed from the great Duties and Virtues of 
Humane Converſation; or pretend to be 


above them, becauſe they relate chiefly to 


this World, and to the Temporal Happineſs 
of Men; as if it wete the Privilege of great 
Devotion, to give a Licenſe to Men to be 
peeviſh and froward, ſower and moroſe, ſu- 
percilious and cenſorious in their Behaviour 
towards others. Men muſt have a great Care, 
that they be not intent upon the outward 
Parts of Religion, to the Prejudice of inward 
and real Goodneſs, and that they do not ſo 

— B 2 uſe 
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12 S EK MON L. 
uſe the Means of Religion, as to neglect and 
loſe the main End of it; that they do not 
place all Religion in Faſting and outward 
Mortification: For though theſe Things 
very uſeful and neceſſary in their place, if 
they be diſcreetly managed, and made — 
ſervient to the great Ends of Religion; yet 
it is often ſeen that Men have fo; uncqual a 
Reſpect to the ſeveral Parts of their Duty, 
that Faſting and Corporal Scyerity, thoſe: 
meager' and lean Duties of Piety, in Com- 
pariſon, do like Pharaoh's lean Kine, devour: 
and eat up moſt all He goodly, dud well fa-. 
voured, the great and ſabſtagtial Duties of 
the Chtiſtian Life; and therefore Men maſt. 
take great Heed, leſt whilſt: they are fo in- 
rent upon mortifying themſelves, they do 
not mortiſy Virtue and Good - Nature, Humi- 
lity and Meekneſs and, Charity, Things, high - 
ly valuable in themſelves, and amiable in 
the Eyes of Men, and in the _— of God) 
of great Price. «© 5 

For the neglect of the Moral Duties of the, | 
ſecond Table is not only a mighty Scandal 
to Religion, but of pernicious Conſequence 
many other Ways. A fierce and ill: governed, 
an ignotant and injudicious Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of God, and ſomething or other be- 
longing neceſſarily, as they think, to his 
true Worſhip and Service, hath made many 
Men do many unreaſonable, immoral and: 
impious Things, of which Hiſtory will tur- 
niſh; us with ate Inſtances, in the 

2 4 Practice 
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SERMON I. 13 
Practice of the Jeſuits, and other Zealots of 
the Church of Nome z and there are not 
wanting too many Examples of this Kind 
amongſt out fclves: For Men that art not 
ſober, and conſiderate in their Religion, but 
give themſelves up to the Conduct of blind 
Prejudice, and furious Zeal, do eaſily per- 
ſuade themſelves that any Thing is lawful, 
which they ſtrongly fancy to tend to the f 
Honour of God, and to the Advancement of 
the Cauſe of Religion. Hence ſome have 
procceded to that Height of Abſurdity, in 
their Zeal for their RMI en and hurch, as 
to think it not only lawfnl but-Highly com- 
mendable and mcritorious, to equivocate up- 
on Oath, and break Faith with Hereticks, 
and to deſtroy all thoſe that differ from them; 
as if it were Piety in ſome Caſes, to lie for 
the Truth, and to kill Men for God's ſake. 
So that if we would approve the Integrity 
of our Hearts to God, and evidence to our- 
ſelves the Sincerity of our Obedience, we 
ought impartially to regard all the Laws of 
God, and every part of our Duty: And if 
we do not, our Heart is not upright with 
God. Tis obſervable that Sinceriry in Scrip- 
ture is often called by the Name of Integrity, l 
and Perfection, becauſe it is integrated, and | 
made up of all the Parts of our Duty, 
6. 'The laſt Evidence 1 ſhall mention of i 
the Sincerity of our Religion is, if it hold 
out againſt Perſecution, and endure the Fiery | 
TO This is the utmoſt Proof of our In- 
tegrity, il 


T4 SERMON I. 
regrity, when we are called to bear the Croſs, 
to be willing then to expoſe all our worldly. 
Intereſt, and even Life it ſelf, for the Cauſe 
of God and Religion. This is a Tryal which 
God doth not always call his faithful Ser- 
vants to; but they are always to be prepared 
for it, in' the Purpoſe and Reſolution of their 
Minds. This our Saviour makes the' great 
Mark of a true Diſciple, F any Man (faith 
he) will be my Diſciple, let him deny himſelf, 
and take up his Croſs and follow me. This 
is a certain Sign, that Men have received the 
Mord into good Ground, and are well rooted 
in their Religion, when they ate not ſhaken 
by theſe fierce Aſſaults; for many (as our Sa- 
viour tells us) hear the Word, and with Joy 
receiue it; but having not Root in themſelves, 
they endure but for a while, and when Per- 
ſecution, or Tribulation ariſeth, becauſe of the 
Word, preſently they are offended ; nay ſome, 
when they ſee Perſecution coming at a Diſ- 
tance, wheel off, and bethink themſelves of 
making their Retreat in Time, and of agree-- 
ing with their Adverſary, whilſt he is yet in 
the Way. AT; Ob 
So that Conſtancy to our Religion in Caſe 
of Danger, and ſuffering for it, is the beſt 
Proof of our Sincerity. This is the Fiery 
Tryal, as the Scripture calls it, which will 
try what Materials we are made of, and whether 
we love God and his Truth in Sincerity. 
And thus I have conſidered Sincerity as it 
reſpects God, and imports true Piety and Re- 
ligion 
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ligion towards him; and 1 proceed to the 
ſecond Conſideration. /, 

II. Of Sincerity as it. regards Men 5: and. o 
"Ie ſignifics a Simplicity of Mind and Manners 
in our Conycrſation, and Carriage one to- 
| wards another; Singleneſs of Heart, diſcover- 
ing it ſelf in a conſtant Plainneſs and honeſt 
Openneſs of Behaviour, free from all inſidi- 
ous Devices, and little Tricks, and Fetches 


of Craft and Cunning ; from all falſe Ap- 


pearances and deceitful Diſguiſes of ourſelves 
in Word or Action; or yet more plainly, it 


is to ſpeak as we think, and do what we 


pretend and profeſs, to perform and make 
good what we promiſe, and, in a Word, 
teally to OI we would ſeem 006 "Pan 
to be. > M o! 
Not thee we are aliiced no tell every Man 
all; our, Mind; but we are never to declare 
any Thing contrary to it: We may be ſilent, 
and conceal as much of ourſelves, as Pru- 
dence, or any other good Reaſon, requires; 
but we muſt not put on a Diſguiſe, and make 
a falſe Appearance and empty Show of what 
we are not, either by Word or Action. Con- 
;trary to this Virtue is (I fear) moſt of that 
Complement, which is current. in Converſa- 
tion, and which for the moſt Part is nothing 
but Words, to fill up the Gaps, and ſupply 
the Emptineſs of Diſcoutſe; and à Pretence 
to that Kindneſs and Eſteem for Perſons, 
which either in Truth we have not, or not 
to that Degree which our Expreſſions ſeem 
C2619 to 
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18 S ERM ON. I. 

to import; which if done with Deſign, is 
that which we call Flattery, a vety odious 
Sort of Inſincerity, and ſo much the worſe, 
becauſe it abuſeth Men into a vain and fooliſn 
Opinion of themſelves, and an ill grounded 
Confidence of the Kindneſs and 'Good-Will 
of others towards them ; and ſo much the 
more dangerous, becauſe it hath a Party with- 
in us, which is ready to let it in; it plays 
upon our Self- love, which greedily catcheth 
at any Thing that tends to magnify and ad- 
vance us; for God knows, we ate all too apt 
to think and make the beſt of out bad ſelves, 
ſo that very few Tempers have Wiſdom and 
Firmneſs enough to be Proof againſt Flat- 
tery g it requires great Conſideration; and a 
reſolute Modeſty and Humility, to reſiſt the 
Inſinuations of this Serpent yea, a little 
Rudeneſs and Moroſeneſs of Nature, a pru- 
dent Diſtruſt and Infidelity in Mankind, to 
make a Man in good. Earneft INNS and 
deſpiſe it. 

Mos beſides, that all Hy 8 and Inf: 
cerity is mean in it ſelf, having Falſhood at 
the Bottom; it is alſo often mide ule of, to 
the Prejudice of others, in their Rights and 
Iatereſts. For not only Diſlic1ulation is con- 
trary to Sincetity, becauſe it ronſiſts in a vain 
Shew of what we are not, n a falſe Muſter 
of our Virtues and good Qualities, in a de- 
ceitful Repreſentation and undue Character 
of our Lives: But there are likewiſe other 


Qualities and Actions more inconſiſtent with 
Integrity, 
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Integrity, which ate of a more injurious and 
miſchievous Conſequence to our Nature, as 
Falſhood, and Fraud, and Perfidiouſneſs, and 
infinite little Crafts and Arts of Deceit, which 
Men practiſe upon one another in their or- 
dinary Converſation and Intercourſe. The 
former is great Vanity: But this is groſs lni- 
ity. | 
And yet theſe Qualities, dexterouſly mana- 
2 ſo as not to lie too plain and open to 
Diſcovery, are look'd upon by many, as Signs 
of great Depth and Shrewdneſs, admirable 
Inſtruments of Buſineſs, and neceſſary Means 
for the compaſſing our own Ends and De- 
ſigns ; and though in thoſe that have ſuffered 
by them, and felt the Miſchief of them, they 
are always accounted diſhoneſt, yet among 
the Generality of Lookers on, they pals: for 
great: Policy; as if the very Skill of govern— 
ing and managing Human Affairs, did conſiſt 
in theſe little Tricks and Devices: But he 
that looks more narrowly into them, and 
will but have the Patience to obſerve the End 
of them, will find them to be great Follies, 
and that it is only for want of true Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding, that Men turn aſide to 
Tricks, and make Diſſimulation and Lies their 
Refuge. It is Solomon's, Obſervation; That 
he that walketh upright ly, walketh ſurely; 3 
but the Folly of Fools is Deceit. The Polly 
of Fools, that is, the moſt egregious Piecc of 
Folly. that any Man can be guilty of, is to 
play the Knave ; The vulgar - Tranſlation 
| C renders 
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tenders this Clauſe a little otherwiſe, but 
yet towards the ſame Senſe, Sed Stultus di. 
vertit ad dolos, but the Fool turns aſide 10 
Tricks; to make uſe of theſe, is a Sign the 
Man wants Underftanding to ſee the plain 
and direct Way to his End. I will not deny 
but theſe little Arts may ſerve a preſent 
Turn, and perhaps ſucceſsfully enough; but 
true Wiſdom goes deep, and- reacheth a great 
way further, looking to the End of Things, 
and regarding the future as well as the pre- 
ſent, and, by judging upon the whole Matter 
and Sum of Affairs, doth clearly diſcern that 
Craft and Cunning are only uſeful for the 
preſent Occaſion; whereas Integrity is of a 
laſting Uſe, and will be ſerviceable to us up- 
on all Occaſions, and in the whole Courſe 
of our Lives; and that Diſſimulation and De- 
ceit, though they may do ſome preſent Exe- 
cution in Buſineſs, yet they recoil upon a 
Man terribly afterwards, ſo as to make him 
ſtagger, and by Degrees to weaken, and at 
laſt to deſtroy his Repuration, which is a 
much more uſeful and ſubſtantial and laſting 
Inftrument of Proſperity and Succeſs in Hu- 
man Affairs, than any Tricks and Devices 
whatſoever. Thus I have conſidered this great 
Virtue of Sincetity, both as it regards God, 
and the mutual;Converſation and Intercourſe 
of Men one with another. 
And now having explained the Nature of 
Sincerity to God and Man, by declaring the 
Propentics 8 of it, and in what Inſtances we 
ought 
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ought chiefly to practiſe it, and what Things 


are contrary to it; that which remains, is to 


perſwade Men to endeavour after this excel-- 
lent Quality, and to practiſe it in all the 


Words and Actions of their Lives. 


Let us then, in the firſt Place, be ſincete 


in our Religion, and ſerve God in Truth and 


Uprightneſs of Heart, out of Conſcience of 


our Duty and Obligations to him, and not 
with ſiniſter Reſpects to our private Intereſt or 
Paſſion, to the publick Approbation or Cen- 
ſure of Men. Let us never make uſe of Re- 
ligion to ſerve any baſe and unworthy Ends, 
cloaking our Deſigns of Covetouſneſs, or Am- 
bition, or Revenge, with Pretences of Con- 
ſcience and Zeal for God; and let us endea- 
vour after the Reality of Religion, always re- 
membering that a ſincere Piety doth not con- 
fit in Shew, but Subſtance, not in Appcar- 


Religion is ſtill and calm, charitable and 
peaceable, making as little Shew and Stir as 
is poſſible ; that a truly and ſincerely Good 
Man does not affect vain Oftentation, and an 


unſeaſonable Diſcovery of his good Qualities, 


but endeavours rather really to be, than to 
ſeem Religious, and, of the two, rather ſceks 
to conceal his Piety, than to ſer it out with 
Pomp; gives hisAlms privately; prays to God in 
ſecret, and makes no Appearance of Reli- 
gion, but in ſuch Fruits and Effects as can- 
not be hid in the quiet and ſilent Virtues of 
Humility, and Meckneſs, and W of 

eace 


ance, but in Effect; that the Spirit of true 
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Peace and Charity in governing his Paſſions, 
and taking Heed not to offend with his Tongue, 
by 'Slander and Calumny, by envious Detrac- 
tion or raſh Cenſure, or by any Word or 
Action that may be to the Hurt and Prejudice 
of his Neighbour: But, on the contrary, it 
15a: very ill Sign, if a Man affect to make a 
great Noiſe and Buſtle about Religion; if he 
blow a Trumpet before his Good: Works, 
and by extraordinary Shews of Devotion ſum- 
mon the Eyes of Men to bchold him, and 
do; as it were, call aloud to them to take 
Notice of his Piety, and to come and ſee his 
Zeal for the Lord 7 Hoſts. It is not im- 
poſlible but ſuch a Man, with all his Vanity 
and Oſtentation, may have ſome real Good- 
neſs in him; but he is as the Hypocrites are, 
and does as like one as is poſſible; and, by 
the mighty Shew that he makes, to wiſe and 
conſiderate Men, greatly brings in yo er 
the Sincerity of his Religion. 

And with the Sincerity of our piety to- 
wards God, let us join the Simplicity and 
Integrity of Manners in our "Converſation 
with Men. Let us ſtrictly charge ourſelves 
to uſe Truth and Plainneſs in all our Words 
and Doings; let our Tongue be ever the true 
Interpreter of our Mind, and our Expreſſions 
the lively Image of our Thoughts and Af— 
fections, and our out ward Actions exactly agree- 
able to our in ward Purpoſes and Intentions. 
Amongſt too many other Inſtances of the 
| mow Corruption and Degeneracy of the Age 
wherein 
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wherein we live; the great and general want 
of Sincerity in Converſation is none of the 
leaſt. The World is grown ſo full of Diſſi- 
mulation and Complement, that Mens Words 
are hardly any Signification of their Thoughts; 
and if any Man meaſure his Words by his 
Heart, and ſpeak as he thinks, and do not 
expreſs - more Kindneſs to every Man, than 
Men uſually have for any Man, he can hard- 
ly eſcape the Cenſure of Rudeneſs and Want 
of Breeding. The old Engliſh Plainneſs and 
Sincerity, that generous Integrity of- Nature 
and Honeſty of Diſpoſition, which always 
argues true Greatneſs of Mind, and is uſually 
accompanied with undaunted Courage and 
Reſolution, is in a great meaſure loſt among 
us ; there hath been a long Endeavour to 
transform us into Foreign Manners and Fa- 
ſhions, and to bring us to a ſervile Imitation 
of none of the beſt of our Neighbours, in 
ſome of 'the worſt of their Qualities. - The 
Diale& of Converſation is now-a-days ſo 
ſwelled with Vanity and Complement, and 
ſo ſurfeited (as I may ſay) of Expreſſions of 
Kindneſs and Reſpect, that if a Man that 
lived an Age or two ago, ſhould return into 
the World again, he would really Want a 
Dictionary to help him to underſtand his own 
Language, and to know the true intrinfick 
Value of the Phraſe in Faſhion, and would 
hardly, at fitft, believe at what a low Rate | 
the higheſt Strains and Expreſſions of Kind- | 
neſs imaginable do commonly paſs in current 
Pay ment; 
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Payment; and when he ſhould come to un- 
derſtand it, it would be a great while before 
he could bring himſelf, with a good Coun- 
tenance and a good Conſcience, to converſe 
with Men upon equal Terms, and in their 
own Way. 

And, in Truth, it is hard to ſay, whether 
it ſhould more provoke our Contempt or our 
Pity, to hear what ſolemn Expreſſions of Re- 
ſpe and Kindneſs will paſs. between Men, 
almoſt upon no Occafion ; how great Honour 
and Eſteem they will declare for one whom 
perhaps they never heard of or ſaw before, 
and how entirely they are all on the ſudden 
deyoted to his Service and Intereſt, for no 
| Reaſon ; how infinitely and eternally obliged 
to him for no Benefit; and how extremely 
they will be concerned for him, yea, and af- 
flicted too, for no Caulc. I know it is ſaid, 
in Juſtification of this hollow kind of Con- 
verlation, that there is no Harm, no real De- 
ceit in Complement, but the Matter is well 
enough, ſo long as we underſtand one ano» 
ther, Et Verba valent ut Nummi, Words are 
like Money, and when the current Value of 
them is generally underſtood, no Man is 
cheated by them, This is ſomething, if ſuch 
Words were any thing; but being brought 
into the Account, they are meer Cyphers. 
However, it is ill a juſt Matter of Com plaint, 
that Sincerity and Plainneſs arc out of Faſhion, 
and that our Language is running into a Lie, 
that Men have almoſt . perverted the 1. 
0 
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of Speech, and made Words to ſignify no- 
thing ; that the greateſt Part of the Conver- 
fation of Mankind, and of their Intercourſe 
with one another, is little elſe but driving a 
Trade of Diſſimulation; inſomuch that it 
would make a Man heartily ſick and weary 
of the World, to ſee the little Sincerity that 
is in Uſe and Practice among Men, and tem 
him to break out into that melancholly Com- 
* and Wiſh of the 8 ix. O that 
1 had in the Wilderneſs a Lodging- Place of 
way-faring Men, that I might leave my Peo- 
pie, and go from them; for they are all Adul- 
terers, and an Aſſembly of treacherous Men; 
and they bend their Tongue like their Bow 
for Lies, but have no Courage for the Truth 
_ Earth. Take ye Heed. every one of his 
eighbour, and truſt ye not in any Brother; 
For every Brother will utterly ſupplant, and 
every Neighbour will walk with Slanders. 
Thine Habitation is in the Midſt of Decett ; 
one ſpeaketh peaceably to his Neighbour, but 
in his Heart he lieth in wait. Shall not T 
Viſit for theſe Things, ſaith the Lord? and 
ſball not my Soul be avenged of ſuch a Nation 
as this? OW, 
Such were the Manners of the People of 
Tfrael at that Time, which were both, the 
Fore-runner and the Cauſe of thoſe terrible 
Calamities which befel them afterwards; and 
this Character agrees but too well to the pre- 
ſent Age, which is ſo wretchedly void of 


Truth and Sincerity ; for Which Reaſon there 
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is the greater Need to recommend this Virtue 
to us, which ſeems to be fled from us, that 
Truth and Righteouſneſs may return, and 
Glory may duell in our Land, and God may 
ſhew his Mercy upon us, and grant us his 
Salvation, and Righteouſneſs and Peace may 
kiſs each other. To this End give me leave 
to offer theſe following Conſiderations. 
Firſt, That Sincerity is the higheſt Com- 
mendation, and the very beſt Character, that 
can be given of any Man; it is the ſolid Foun- 
dation of all Virtue, the Heart and Soul of 
all Piety and Goodneſs ; it is in Scripture 
called Perfection, and frequently joined with 
it ; and throughout the Bible, there is the 
greateſt Streſs and Weight laid upon it; it is 
ſpoken of as the Sum and Comprehenſion of all 
Religion. Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him 
in Sincerity and Truth, ſays Foſbua to the 
People of Iſrael, of. xxiv. 14. God takes 
great Pleaſure in it; ſo David aſſures us, 
1 Chron. xxix. 17. 1 know, my God, that thou 
tryeſt the Heart, and haſt Pleaſure in Upright- 
neſs : And again, Thou loveſt Truth in the 
inward Parts. © nn at 
To this Diſpoſition of Mind the Promiſes 
of Divine Fayour and Bleſling are particularly 
made, Pſal. xv. 1, 2. Lord who ſhall dwell 
in thy Tabernacle ? Who ſhall dwell in thy 
Holy Hill? He that walketh uprightly, and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the 
Truth from his Heart. Pal. xxxii. 2. Bleſ- 
ſed is the Man, unto whom the Lord im- 
| _ puteth 
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puteth no Sin, and in whoſe Spirit there is 
mo Guile, © 

And it is obſervable, that this Character of 
our Saviour here given of Nathanael, is the 
only full and perfect Commendation that we 
read was ever given by him of any particular 
Perſon. He commends ſome particular Acts 
of Piety and Virtue in others, as St. Peter's 
Confeſſion of him, the Faith of the Centu- 
rion, and of the Woman that was healed by 
touching the Hem of his Garment, the Cha- 
"rity of the Woman that caſt her two Mites 
into the Treaſury, and the Bounty of that de- 
vout Woman who pourcd upon him a Box 
of precious Ointment: But here he gives the 
particular Character of a good Man, when he 
ſays of Nathanael, that he was an Tſraelite 
indeed, in whom was no Guile. And the 
Apoſtle mentions this Quality, as the chief 
Ingredient into the Character of the beſt Man 
that ever was, our bleſſed Saviour, ho did 
no Hin, neither was Guile found in his Mouth. 

Secondly, The Rarity of this Virtue is a 
farther Commendation of it. A ſincerely 
pious and good Man, without any Guile or 
Diſguiſe, is not a Sight to be ſeen every Day. 
Our Saviour in the Text ſpeaks of it, as a 
Thing very extraordinary, and of ſpecial Re- 
mark and Obſervation, and breaks out into 
ſome Kind of Wonder upon the Occaſion, as 
if to ſee a Man of perfect Integrity and Sim- 
plicity, were an Occurrence very rare and un- 
uſual, and ſuch as calls for our more eſpecial 
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Atention and Regard, ' Beho/d (faith he) an 
Ilraelite zndeed, in whom there is no Guile. 
Thirdly, The want of 'Sincerity will quite 
ſpoil the Virtue and Acceptance of all our 
Piety and Obedience, and certainly deprive 
us of the Reward of it." All that we do in 
the Service of God, all our external Obedi— 
ence to his Laws, if not animated by Since- 
rity, is like a Sacrifice without a Heart, which 
is an Abomination to the Lord. | 
Fourthly, Hypoctify and Infincerity is a very 
vain and fooliſh Thing; it is deſigned to. cheat 
others, but is in Truth a deceiving of our- 
ſelves. No Man would flatter or diſſemble, 
did he believe he were ſeen and diſcovered ; 
an open Knave is great Fool, who deſtroys at 
once both his Deſign and his Reputation: And 
this is the Caſe of every Hypocrite ; all the 
Diſagreement which is between his Tongue 
and his Thoughts, his Actions and his Heart, is 
open to that Eye, from which nothing can be 
hid; for the Ways of Man are before the E 2. 
of the Lord, and he ſeeth all his er there 
is no Darkneſs nor Shadow of Death, where 
the Workers of Iniquity may hide themſelves. 
Fifthly; Truth and Reality have all the 
Advantages of Appearance, and many more. 
If the Shew of any Thing be good for any 
Thing, I am ſure Sincerity is better; for why 
does any Man diſſemble, or ſeem to be that 
which he is not, but becauſe he thinks it 
good to have ſuch a Quality as he pretends to? 
for to Counterfeit and diſſemble, is to put on 


the 
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the Appearance of ſome real Excellency. Now 
the beſt way in the World for a Man to ſeem 
to be any Thing, is really to be what he would 
ſeem to be. Beſides, that it is many times as 
troubleſome to make good the Pretence of a 
good Quality, as to have it; and if a Man have 
it not, it is ten to one, but he is diſcovered 
to want it, and then all his Pains and Labour 
to ſeem to have it is loſt. There is ſome- 
thing unnatural in Painting, Which a skilful 
Eye will eaſily diſcern from Native Beauty 
and Complexion. 7 
Ir is hard to perſonate add act a | Part long! 
for where Truth is not at the Bottom, Nature 
will always be endeavouting to teturn, and 
will peep out and betray herſelf one Time or 
other. Therefore if any. Man think it con- 
venient to ſeem Good, let him be ſo indeed, 
and then his Goodneſs will appear to every 
Body's Satisfaction; for Truth is convincing, 
and carries its own Light and Evidence along 
with it, and will not only commend us to 
every Man's Conſcience, but which is more, 
to God, who ſearcheth and ſeeth our Hearts; 
ſo that upon all Accounts Sincerity is true 
Wiſdom. Particularly as to the Affairs of 
this World, Integrity hath many Advantages 
over all the fine and artificial Ways of Diſſi- 
mulation and Deceit; it is much the plainer 
and caſier, much the ſafer and more ſecure 
Way of Dealing in the World; it hath leſs 
of Trouble and Difficulty, of Entanglement 
and Perplexity, of Datger and Hazard in it ; 
; D 2 it 
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it is the ſhorteſt and neareſt Way to our End, 
carrying us thither in a ſtraight Line, and 
will hold out and laſt longeſt, The Arts of 
Deceit and Cunning do continually grow 
weaker and leſs effectual and ſerviceable to 
them that uſe them; whereas Integrity gains 
Strength by Uſe, and the more and longer 
any Man practiſeth it, the greater Service it 
does him, by confirming his Reputation, and 
encouraging thoſe with whom he hath to do, 
to repoſe the greater Truſt and Confidence in 
him, which is an unſpeakable Advantage in 
the Buſineſs and Affairs of Life. 

But a Diſſembler muſt always be upon his 
Guard, and watch himſelf carefully, that he 
do not contradict his own Pretence; for he 
acts an unnatural Part, and therefore muſt put 
a continual Force and Reſtraint upon himſelf. 
Truth always lies uppermoſt, and if a Man 
do not carefully attend, he will be apt to bolt 
it out: Whereas he that acts ſincerely, hath 
the eaſieſt Task in the World; becauſe he 
follows Nature, and ſo is put to no Trouble 
and Care about his Words and Actions; he 
needs not invent any Pretences before-hand, 
nor make Excuſes afterwards, for any Thing 
he hath ſaid or done. 

But Inſincerity is very troubleſome to ma- 
nage; a Man hath ſo many Things to attend 
to, ſo many Ends to bring together, as make 
his Life a very perplext and intricate Thing. 
Oportet mendacem eſſe Memorem, A Lyar 
— need have @ good Memory, leſt he — 
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dict at one Time what he ſaid at another: 
But Truth is always conſiſtent with ir ſelf, 
and needs nothing to help it out; it is always 
near at Hand, and fits upon our Lips, and is 
ready to drop out before we are aware; where- 
as a Lic is troubleſome, and ſets a Man's In- 
vention upon the Rack, and one Trick needs 
a great many more to make it good, It is 
like building upon a falſe Foundation, which 
continually ſtands in need of Props to ſhoar 
it up, and proves at laſt more chargeable, than 
to hare raiſed a ſubſtantial Building at firſt 
upon a true and ſolid Foundation ; for Sin- 
cerity is firm and ſubſtantial, and there is no- 
thing hollow and unſound in it, and becauſe 
it is plain and open, fears no Diſcovery, of 
which the crafty Man is always in Danger, 
and when he thinks he walks in the Dark, 
all his Pretences are ſo tranſparent, that he 
that runs may read them; he is the laſt Man 
that finds himſelf to be found out, and whilſt 
he takes it for granted that he makes Fools 
of others, he renders himſelf Ridiculous. 
Add to all this, that Sincerity is the moſt 
compendious Wiſdom, and an excellent In- 
ſtrument for the ſpeedy Diſpatch of Buſineſs; 
it creates Confidence in thoſe we have to deal 
with, ſaves the Labour of many Enquiries, 
and brings Things to an Iſſue in few Words: 
It is like travelling in a plain beaten Road, 
which commonly brings a Man ſooner to his 
Journey's End, than By-ways, in which Men 
often loſe themſelves. In a Word, whatſo- 
b > ever | 
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ever Convenience may be thought to be in 
Fal ſhood and Diſſimulation, it is ſoon over ; 
but the Inconvenience of it is perpetual, be- 
cauſe it brings a Man under an everlaſting Jea- 

louſy and Suſpicion, ſo that he is not believed 
when he ſpeaks Truth, nor truſted when per- 
haps he means honeſtly; When a Man hath 
once forfeited the Reputation of his Integrity, 
he is ſet faſt, and nothing will then ſerve his 
Turn, neither Truth nor Falſhood. 

And I have often thought, that God hath in 
great Wiſdom hid from Men of falſe and diſ- 
honeſt Minds the wonderful Advantages of 
Truth and Integrity to the Proſperity even of 
our worldly Affaits; theſe Men are ſo blinded 
by their Covetouſneſs and Ambition, that they 
cannot look beyond a preſent Advantage, nor 
forbear to ſeize upon it, tho by Ways never ſo 
indirect; they cannot ſee ſo far, as to the re- 
mote Conſequences of a ſteady Integrity, and 
the vaſt Benefit and Advantages which it will 
bring a Man at laſt. Were but this Sort of Men 
wiſe and clear-ſighted enough to diſcern this, 
they would be honeſt, out of very Knavery, not 
out of any love to Honeſty and Virtue, but with 
a craſty Deſign to promote and advance more 
effectually their own Intereſts ; and therefore 
the Juſtice of the Divine Providence hath hid 
this trueſt Point of Wiſdom froth their Eyes, 
that bad Men might not be upon equal Terms 
with / the Juſt and Upright, and ſerve their own 
wicked Deſigns by honeſt and lawful Means. 

Indeed; if a Man were only to deal in the 
World for a Day, and ſhould never have Oc- 

caſion 
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caſion to converſe mote with Mankind, ne- 
ver more need their good Opinion, or good 
Word, it were then no great Matter (ſpeak- 
ing as to the Concernments of this World) if 
2 Man ſpent his Reputation all at once, and 

ventured it at one Throw : But if he be to 
continue in the World, and would have the 
Advantage of Converſation whilſt he is in it, 
let him make uſe of Truth and Sincerity in 
all his Words and Actions, for nothing but 
this will laſt and hold out to the End; all 
other Arts will fail, but Truth and Integrity 
will carry a Man through, and bear him out 
to the laſt, 

'Tis the Obſervation of Solomon, Prov. xii. 
19. The Lip of Truth is eſtabliſhed for euer: 
But a lying Tongue is but for a Moment. And 
the wiſer any Man is, the more clearly will 
he diſcern, how ferviceable Sincerity is to all 
the great Ends and Purpoſes of human Life; 
and that Man hath made a good Progreſs, 
and profited much in the School of Wiſdom, 
who valueth Truth and Sincerity according to 
their Worth. Every Man will readily grant 
them to be great Virtues, and Arguments of a 
generous Mind, but that there is ſo much of 
true Wiſdom in them, and that they really ſerve 
to profit our Intereſt in this World, ſeems a 
great Paradox to the generality of Men; and 
yet I doubt not but it is undoubtedly true, and 
generally found to be fo, in the Experience of 
Mankind. 

' Laſtly, Conſider that is not worth our while 
to diſſemble, confuering the Shortneſs and eſ- 


pecially 
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tain > Why ſhould any Man by diſſembling his 
Judgment, or acting contraty to it, incur at 
once the Diſpleaſure of God, and the Diſcon- 
tent of his own Mind ? Eſpecially if we conſi- 
der, that all our Diſſimulation ſhall one Day be 
made manifeſt and publiſhed on the open Thea- 
tre of the World, before God, Angels and Men, 
to our everlaſting Shame and Confuſion ; all 
Diſguiſe and Vizards ſhall then be pluckt off, 
and every Man ſhall appear in his true Colours. 
For then the Secrets of Men ſhall be judged, 
and God will bring every Work into Fudg- 
ment, and every ſecret Thing, whether it be 
Good, or whether it be Evil. Nothing is now 
covered, which: ſball not then be revealed, nor 
hid which ſhall not then be known. ' _ 
Let us then be now what we would be glad 
to be found in that Day, when all Pretences ſhall 
be examined, and thè cloſeſt Hypocriſy of Men 
{hall be laid open and daſht out of Counten- 
ance ; when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be 
_ diſcloſed, and all the hidden Works of Dark- 
neſs ſhall be revealed, and all our Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions ſhall be brought to a ſtrict 
and ſevere Tryal, and be cenſured by that im- 
partial and infallible Judgment of God, which 
is according to Truth; In the Day when God 
| ſhall judge the Secrets of Men, by Feſus Chriſt, 
To whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be Glory not 


« 


PREACHED ON THE 


FAST DAN 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1781. 


Z 
The Rev. Mr. HARRISON. 


[PRICE ONE SHILLIN G.] 


